A. Evidence for Dr. Joseph Fiske’s Household

Clue 1: Family Genealogy

This information is taken from the “Genealogical Register of Lexington Families,” in the History
of the Town of Lexington by Charles Hudson (1863). Hudson was a respected 19" ¢. historian
who reliably gathered records from town, church, military, and other primary sources.

THE FISKE FAMILY.

*! Thero was,” says Bond, in his history of Watcertown, * o conaiil-
erable nutmber of carly inwiiants of the name of Fiske, who settled
in Massachusetta; and there is good reason Lo belivve that they were
all descendania of Robert snd Sibil {Goll) Tiske, who lived bt
Broad Gntes, Luxfeld, near Framivgham, vounty Suilolk, Eug™

Y-l Bonrwr Fiske w. May 27, 1718, Mary Stimpson, of Readin A
> T 1211, e was o subseriber for the purchase of the Comnen, - E{d

was ad. b the el 1796, Iis residence wns on Maoncock at, at or

uear Ui spub wliere Juseph P, Simowds now resides.  Here bis rauaez?,
David fiveal before Iin g aoud lience this must luve beeo one of thl
fiesb setberd plices dn the wwnship.  The prescat, whieh is probably!
the seeomd house on this spot, was crected in 1792, Robert Fiska:.
wua & pliysician, and prabably the Grst of the profession in the plaed

12-55- dosern Frssg m, Doe, 13, 1781, Hepzibah Raymond. o d.
Jan, 8, idE, qgeed S1 Sha b O, 9, 1920, ab the advaneed ngn of

- ; o e was a physician, and sueeessor Lo bis fiuther, who- d. about
g the timge hie commenee practics, Mo adininistercd upon his father's
ealate, and resided jnothe apmy bouvse,  lle probably fad other
chiilven hesitles those named Gelow, as the imperfect records apeak
ol the death ol at least eue of his infane children, ’

G P depsd b Dee, 23, 1754 . Sept. 24, 1817, aged 85.
oli p Aontde, by Apail 20, 17580 m, May 7, 1795, John ——.
ai | depziterh, b June 22, 17655 m, John Lo Baron snd went ta Lit..;

% -55— Joskrn Fiag m. July J1. 1784, Elizabeth Stone, b, Nov, 13,
- 1770. Sbed, Mar. i, 1942, e was a surgeon in the continental ser-
vice during aboost tha entire Revolution—was at the cnplum_uf Bur-
royne, the aurrender of Yorktowa, and many of the intenucdmsu Lat-
ties. Dr. Fiske was one of tbe original members of l.lu? Sociaty of
Cincinnati, formed by the officers at the close of the war in 1784_,—3.
socivty whose benefactions have glaldened the heart of many a widow
and orphan, 1lis eou, Josepb, had in hia posscssion the certificnto
of muemtierahip, with the sign moanusl of George Washington, presi-
dent, and Gen. Knox, scevetnry, Ho wes slso a member of tho
Massachusetts Medical Suciety, lie d. May 4, 1860, nged 63.

b5-70  Elizabeth, b. June 15, 1795; m. Dec. &§, 1819, Richard Fisher of
Camb, .

Joseph, b, Feb. 9, 1797; m. Nev. 12, 1324, Mary Gardner Xenpard
ul Eliot, Mo. Their children are Joseph Alexunder, L. Mar. 8,
1430, and in. Love Laugdon Dotlge of Methuca, and lives at Law-
rence ; Timothy Keanard, b. Aug. 5, 1833, and m, Dec. 23, 1847,
Barbara Peters.

72 | Jonay Stone, b, May 9, 1709 ; m, Mny 8, 1823, Pamela Brown, dau.

of Janes Brown. They had two chitdren, Mary Elizabeth, b,

Juna 2, 1824, and Jamey Francis, b, Lee, 31, 16825, 'Lhoy reside

in West Camb, Joons Slone Fiske . Mar, 23, 1428.

TR Saran, b, May 18, 1802 d. Dec. 27, 1825, nom.

T4| Frevfdin, b, Ot 16, 1804 m. Qet, 3, 1830, IInnnah Petera of
Nuwpurt, N. @I, They have dwo childien, Chades AL, b, Dec.
2h, 1842 ; be was in the anwy and was sevoerely wounded ; Joseph
I, .. b. Sept. 8, 1843 '

Almira, b. June 24, 1808 ; ., Mar, 5, 1828, Zadog Harrington, Shu
d. Jun, 22, 184,
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A. Evidence for Dr. Joseph Fiske’s Household

Clue 2: Lexington Town Clerk’s Record Book
Warning Out and Poor Records, 1759 and 1761:

1759: “Dr. Jos. Fisk informed [the selectmen] that on Jan. 1 of 1759 one Elizabeth Blanchard
came to his house to reside there and her last place of abode was at Lincoln and that she was
under poor circumstances as to health.”

Explanation: In colonial Massachusetts, each town had to pay for the support of its own
poor, but only of it own poor, that is, people who had been born or had established tax-paying
residence in a town. Thus, if a person came to live in the town who was dependent upon
someone else (i.e., an apprentice, a servant, or anyone who did not have a means of livelihood),
the head of the household where the immigrant lived was required to report his/her presence to
the selectmen. The selectmen then recorded the arrival of the poor person and the town from
which he came. The person was “warned out” — that is, notified that should he become poor, he
would be sent back to the town from which he came for their support.

1761: “Dr Joseph Fisk will keep Mary Blodget.” [Mary Blodget was an impoverished native of
Lexington. That same year, the town paid Dr. Fiske for “Doctoring Thomas Blodget’s wife and
his daughter Mary Blodget and for his boarding said Mary.”

Explanation: People in colonial Massachusetts who could not support themselves were
put up to auction (to the lowest bidder) to be supported by another family in the town. The town
reimbursed the care-provider for expenses of room, board, clothing, and doctoring. Fiske may
have taken in Mary because she was ill and needed his care, or he may have taken her because
his family was small and he saw boarding extra poor residents as a source of income.

Clue 3: Lexington Tax Assessment 1774

Explanation: In the tax rates, those who own property of any sort (real or personal) are assessed
and taxed based the value of their property. We can compare the relative economic status of the
taxpaying people of Lexington by listing all taxpayers accorded to their assessed tax, and then
dividing the ranked list into ten sections. Each section is a decile. The first decile represents the
wealthiest 10% of taxpayers; the 10” decile represents the poorest 10% of tax payers.

1774 Tax decile for Dr. Joseph Fiske was 4 (1=high)

Look at the transcription of the first page of the 1774 Lexington Tax Assessment attached. The
actual tax assessment includes only the residents names and the tax assessed in shillings and
pence. As the historian, I have ranked taxpayers and assigned their deciles for tax purposes.
Also, because wealth customarily varied over life cycle, peaking at mid-life after one’s father
had died and before one’s sons needed their inheritances, I have included information on the
taxpayer’s age and the the birth/death dates of his father, where known.

See a transcription of part of the 1774 Lexington Tax Assessment on Real and Personal Property
attached.



A. Evidence for Dr. Joseph Fiske’s Household

Partial Transcription of the Lexington Tax Assessment on Real and Personal Property

Name Shillings Pence  Decile Age Father
Adams, George 8 41  John-1688-1774
Adams, Samson 5 45  John-1688-1774
Adams, Wid. Mary B
Bell, James 10
Blodgett, Isaac 6 31 Samuel-1702-1773
Blodgett, Josiah 10 37 Samuel-1702-1773

45 Samuel-1702-1773
57 Thomas-1686-1754
34 Samuel-1702-1773
62  Joseph-1674-1762
81 Francis- 1662-1744
74 Matthew-1650-1738
76 Matthew-1650-1738
43  Joseph-1698-1778
69 Matthew-1650-1738
37 John-1700-1776

Blodgett, Simeon
Blodgett, Thos.
Blodgett, Tim,
Bowman, Capt. Thad.
Bowman, Isaac
Bridge, John

Bridge, Joseph
Bridge, Joseph, Ir.
Bridge, Samuel
Bridges, John, Jr.
Bridges, Mary
Bridges, Walter?
Brown, Benjamin
Brown, Francis
Brown, Thad.
Buckman, John
Burdoo, Aaron [seg.]
Burdoo, Pihil [seg.]
Celine?, Ezekil
Chambers, Will'm

54  Joseph-1677-1764
36 James-1713-1768
29 Benj.-1720-1802
29  lohn-1717-1768
62 Philip- d 1752

65 Philip-d 1752

Chandler, John 43
Chester, Prince
Childs, Abijah 64

Christy?, Michael
Comee, Joseph
Coolidge, Moses
Cutler, Benjamin
Cutler, Thom
Danforth, Benj.
Estabrook, Benj.
Estabrook, Neha
Farinton?, Matthew
Farmer, Nath'l
Fessenden, Nathan
Fessenden, Thom
Fisk, Benj.

Fisk, Dr. David
Fisk, Dr. los. (Sr)
Fisk, Lt. Ebenezer

21 Joseph-moved away

77 Thomas-1648-1722
32 David-1705-1760

45 Dea.J)os.-1690-1740
37 John-1694-1742

49

28 Thomas-1709-1768
33 Thomas-1709-1768
32 Ebenezer-1692-1775
24 Robert-1721-1764
48 Dr. Robt-1680-1752
82 David-1650-1729
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B. Evidence for Dr. Joseph Fiske’s House and Household Good

Clue: Probate Inventory of Dr. Robert Fiske, Sr. , father of Dr. Joseph Fiske, who died in
1752 and left his son the homestead and its possessions.

Edited: modernized spelling, capitalization

Middlesex County Probate Record # 7652 Jan. 14, 1753

Item: To Household Stuff

[West Room]
To a case of drawers in the west room 15=0=0
To around table 15/, To bed and bolster 9=2=0, counterpane 8=10=0 18=7=
rug 60/, two sheets 65/, bedstead and cord 25/ 7=10=0
frying pan 28/, two meal sieves 15/, one sheet 20/ 3=3=
[Cellar]
To cask in the celler, eight hogsheds 80/, powdering tubs 25 5=5=0
cider barrels . . . three 10/ 2=0=0
[East Room]

spectacles 17/, razor 2/, tobacco box 5 1=4=0
To chairs eleven new ones 10=6=0, twenty old chairs 5=0=0 15=6=0
two linen wheels, one 40/, one 25/ I=5=
two woolen wheels, one 30/, one 6/ 1=16=0
a chest with drawers 20/, round table 20/, great Cupboard 40/ 4=0=0
stone jars 20, vials, and bottles in the cupbord 10/ 3=0=0
boxes in the cupboard for medicine 20/ glass bottkes on the shelf 8/ 1=8=0
two boxes on top of the cupboard 8/6, six wooden bottles 35/ 2=3=6
small beer keg 8/, oil bottle 1/6, ink stand 1/ 0=10=6
[Kitchen]|
In the Kitchen one pair of andirons 60/, two trammels 40/ 5=0=
bread peal and tongs 12/, steelyards 30/ morter and pestle 30 3=12=0
porridge pot 25, dish kettle 15/, brass kettle 9L 11=0=0
iron and heaters 35/, iron skillet 15 1=10=0
To six pewter dishes 7L, eight plates 35/, old pewter 42/, two basins 4/ 11=1=0
bread chest 15/, kitchen table 6/, to earthen ware 16/ 1=17=
To two cans & two pidgens 15/, two pair of pinchers and hammers 16/ [=11=
To one loom, quill wheel and warping bars 60/ 3=0=0
two pair of snow shoes 30/, cart rope 40/, grain chest 8 3=18=0
|East Chamber — upstairs]
In the east Chamber, bed, bedding and bedstead and cord 100/ 5=0=0
Fifteen pounds of sole leather at 5/6 per pound 2=2=
meal chest 10/, three tubs 9/, tobacco, table and knife 18/ 1=17=0

old brass 40/, powdering tubb 4/, shoemakers seat, half bushel and an
old table 12/, pigeon net 25/ 4=1=0



B. Evidence for Dr. Joseph Fiske’s House and Household Good

[West Chamber - upstairs]
In the west Chamber bed, bedding, bedstead and cord

[Little Bedroom - likely downstairs off the kitchen]

In the little bedroom, bed, bedding, bedstead and cord

chest with drawers 50/, old chest 6/, tea table 3/ warming pan 10
To eight knives and forks 20/, bell metal pestle 30/

The English Physician 10/, ...

[Books]

To Books, General Practice of Physick 30/, English Dispensatory 40/
Synopsis Medicine 30/, The Structure and Condition of the Bones 15
One Bible 25/ Testament 4/ Sundry Small Books on Divinity 8/
Spelling Book 8/, Husbandman’s Guide 1/6, . . .

[Clothing]

Item: To Apparel - coat 20L, great coat 10L

woolen jacket 3, leather britches 45/, blue coat 60/

old coat and jacket 10/, hat and wig 100/, silk hankerchief 6
boot and spurs 40. pair of shoes 25/, jockey cap 20/

[Cash]
Item: To cash

[Arms and Ammunition]
Itern: To Arms, yellow stock gun 8=10, little gun 5, curbine 50/
brass pistol 50/, . .. rapier and belt 12/, . ..

|Livestock]

Item: To a horse 30, two oxen 60, five cows 88, one bull 14
one heifer 14, two stears 12, three calves 1:10

Three old swine 30, four pigs 8

[Farm Tools]

To husbandry utensils, cart and wheels 20L, ox yoke 8/

span shackle 20/, sled 40/, cider mill and press 10

grindstone and crank 4=10=0, three falling axes and . . . ax 80/

horse traces, coller and hames[?] 50/ plow chain 14, ...

Three ... hoes 5, iron harrow 70/, breaking up hoe 8/

flax brake 10/, seed plow irons 12/6, pitchfork 12/ wooden shovel 3/6
shod shovel 15/, cart boxes 25/, hoops 45/, beetle rings and wedge 6/8
hand saw and file 5, shave 10/ three augers, gouge and chisels 17/

old broad ax 5/, three old sycthes 10/ tackling 4/, old spade 7

16=2=0
6=2=0

192=0=0
30=10=0
38=0=0
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B. Evidence for Dr. Joseph Fiske’s House and Household Good

Clue 2: Comparison of the Tableware of Robert Fiske (d.1752) and Joseph Fiske (d. 1804)
From the probate inventory listings of father Robert Fiske and son Joseph Fiske.

Robert Fiske (d 1752)

Six pewter dishes
Eight pewter plates
Old pewter
Earthenware

Eight knives and forks

Joseph Fiske (d. 1804)

Lot of crockery

Lot of china & server
Nine pewter plates

Four pewter plates

Two pewter teaspoons
Two pewter porringers
Four pewter platters
Two silver tablespoons
Three silver teaspoons
Jug

Coffee pot

One pair brass candlesticks
One pair tin candlesticks



C. Evidence For Dr. Fiske’s Farm

Clue: Massachusett Tax Valuation List 1771

Explanation: Approximately every seven years, the provincial government of Massachusetts
required towns to gather data on the quantity and type of land, buildings, livestock, and farm
products owned by each farmer. This allows us to reconstruct their farm holdings and assess their
general ability to provide for their family. The general categories tracked were tillage, pasture,
meadow, and sometimes woodlot; horses, oxen, cattle, sheep, and swine. Dr. Joseph Fiske’s
holdings are show in the transcription below.
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C. Evidence For Dr. Fiske’s Farm

“Widow’s Portion™

Annul living allowances that husbands specified their heir must provide for their widow by the
terms of their will.

Fiske Allowance - 1804
6 bu. Indian meal
3 burye
100 Ibs pork
80 Ibs of beef
30 Ibs butter
80 1bs cheese
2 barrels cider
wood for one fire brought to the door
6 1bs flax
2 Ibs wool
6 1bs hogs fat
$15 for buying other necessartes

Not specified here are products that the widow would be expected to produce herself: vegetables
from the garden, dung hill poultry with their meat, eggs, and feathers, herbs for medicines and
dyes, etc.



D. Evidence for Fiske Activity on April 19%, 1775

se in Lexington

lue 1: Map with Location of Fiske H
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D. Evidence for Fiske Activity on April 19®, 1775

Clue 2: Roster of Those Members of Capt. Parker’s Company Who Served in Com April 19

Names of the Seventy-Seven Men of Captain John Parker’s Company
who were in the early moming engagement on Lexington Common, Apnl 19, 1775

(JFFICERS
Cartan JoHN PARKiR CorRPORAL JOiL VILES
Lirurinant Wittiam Tion CORPORAL SAMUEL SANDERSON
Exsie,n RoOserT Minrot, killed CORPORAL JOHN MUNROE
Erist, s JosirH SIMONDS CoORrORAL ERENFZER PARKER
Cierk Dannl HarrsoTON DruMMEr WitLiam Diamonn
ORpALY SERGT WILLIAM MunROF FIFER JONATHAN HARRINGTON
PRIVATES
Errxeser Bow stas JenEntan MunRoe, wounded
Joun Brinas . e Juln MuUnNROE, JR
TAMEs BroOown NaTHAN MUNROE
Jors Brown, kifled Wnitam MuNROF, 3RD
SoromonN Brows INATIANTEL MIULUREN
JOHN CHANDLER Isaac Muzzy, kiiled
[ors Crashisr, In Jorn Mozzy
Josera ComiE, wotanded Jonas Parxer, killed
Ropert [owrass, of Captamn Belknap's Joreas PARxER, [R.
Wolwurm Company, enhsted mm Captain Nathanie! Parkhurst
Parker’s campany. Apnl 19 SuromoN Pierce, wounded
Isaac [DURANT AsameL PorRTER, Killed. Unarmed (had
Prinee EsTangoox, colored, waunded been taken prisoner, released but shot
NaTHANIEL FARMER, wounded as he was running awayl
[SAAC (GRLEN JosHUA RERD
WitLiast GRIMES Joseua REED, IR,
Cater Hanring ron, killed NaTHAN REED
ToHN HaRPRINGTON Jouw RosBins, wounded
TonaTHAN Harrmeton, VT ** killed {son PHur RUSSELL
of Henry, bur known as a “'Junior’’ at BENJAMIN SAMPSON
that ume) josHUA SIMONDS
Moses HarringTON, 3RD Jor Smrmu
Muoses HarrINGTON, TR PHINEAS SMITH
TaanDELs HARRINGTON SIMEUN SNOW
Trimmas Haprincion PHINFAS STRARNS
TsaaC HASTINGS Jonas STONE, IR,
SasuiL Hastms Jonn Tmon, wounded
Samurt Haotry, kdfed SanueL Ton
THOMAS HADLEY, R Joseret UnNmERWOOD
Joymn HOSMER Bemiasan WeLUINGTON
Mic ait Hat:ar ENOCH WELLINGTON
Amow Lowk Joim WinsHIP
Bexiasis Low 8 THOMAS WINSHIP, wounded
EFarvestr Low k SyLvanus Woon, of Captain Walker's
Retmen Lowik Woburn Company, enlisted in Captain
ABNER MEAD Parker's company, April 19
FrrrezER MIINROE, IR [son of Jonas, James Wyman
hut knuwn as a “*Junior’’ at that time), 77 in all not counting Porter, who was
wounded not in line.

The foregoing list was compiled by Mr. Frank Warren Cobum of Lexington, Mass., as
given in his book, **The Battle of April 19, 1775," published in 1922 by the LEXINGTON
His10RiCAL SOCIETY




D. Evidence for Fiske Activity on April 19", 1775

Clue 3: Reports on Medical Kits and Supplies Available for Massachusetts Provincial Militia.
1774- urngl. mitte ety and Commiitee the

Massachusetts Provincial Congress, 1774-75

Dec. 20, 1774: Voted, unanimously, that Doct. Warren, Doct. Church, and the Hon. John
Hancock, Esq., be a committee to inspect the commissaries' stores, in Boston, and report what
surgeon's stores and stores of other kind are there.

Feb. 14, 1775: At a meeting ol the committee of safety, and the committee of supplies

* Voted, That the committee of supplies procure the following articles, and send the same
to Concord, viz. : ... 1500 yards Russia linen ; also 2 barrels Lisbon oil; 6 casks of
Malaga wine, and 9 casks of Lisbon wine, to be lodged at Stow.,

* Voted, That Doct. Warren, Doct. Church, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Cheever, Col. Orne and Mr.
Devens, make inquiry where fifteen doctor's chests can be got, and on what terms, and
report at the next meeting.

March 7, 1775: At a meeting of the committee of safety, and the committee of supplies, at the
house of Capt. Stedman of Cambridge, on Tuesday, the 7th of March, 1775 :

¢ Voted, That the committee of supplies be directed to make a draft on Henry Gardner,
Esq., the receiver general, in favor of Doct. Joseph Warren and Doct, Benjamin Church,
for five hundred pounds, lawful money, to enable them to purchase such articles for the
provincial chests of medicine as cannot be got on credit . . .

April 17, 1775

* Voted, That two medicinal chests still remain at Concord, at two different parts of the
town; three of said chests at Sudbury, in different parts of the town ; six do. at Groton,
Mendon, and Stow, two in each town, and in different places; two ditto in Worcester,
one in each part of the town ; and, two in Lanecaster, ditto; that sixteen hundred yards of
Russia linen be deposited in seven parts, with the doctor's chests; that the eleven hundred
tents be deposited in equal parts in Worcester, Lancaster, Groton, Stow, Mendon,
Leicester, and Sudbury.

1. To relieve pain — alcohol; opium and laudanum, camphor

2. Emetics to induce bowel movements, & calome!, Epsom’s Salts, Tartar Emetic, Jalap, Senna
4. Laxatives — Rubharb

5. To induce vyomiting — [pecac

6. Clips, pins, sutures, shears, forceps, lancets, scalpels, syringes, catheter, tourniquets

7. Lint & linen for bandages, adhesive plasters, splints

The major wounds at Lexington were gunshots, bayonet slashes and stabs, broken bones



D. Evidence for Fiske Activity on April 19% 1775
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Lexington April 19th 1775 The Province of Massgsachusetts Debtor to
Joseph Fisk

to going to Woburn to Dress one of the king's troops, travel three
miles and Dressings.... 0-3-6-0

April 19 to Dressing one of king's troops at Mr. Buckman's in
Lexington travel half a mile 0-2-0-0

April 20th to Dreasing Seven of the king's troops at Mr. Buckman's
in Lexington [two?] [three?] days at one S8hilling per day per each
5{?]1 - 3 p(?]1-0-0

April 20th to going to Lincoln to Dress two of king's troops
travel Lhree miles 0-3-6-0

April 20th to going to Ebenezer Fisk's to dress three o the king's
troops travel two miles 0-3-6-0

April 23th to going to Cambridge to dress one of the king's troops
travel [ive miles 0-4-0-0

April 26th to Dressing one of king's troops three times at MR.
Buckman's in gaid town. travel half a mile 0-4-0-0

Lexington June 6th 177([5?] Error Excepted

Joseph Fisk

Da. Fisxr's BiL ror Arrewminc tTue Wounpen Baitisic




