A. Evidence of Household of Prince Estabrook

Clue 1. Vital Records/Genealogy for the Family of Benjamin Estabrook
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7. Bexzamint Estanroox (Joseph,? Joseph,! Joseph!), horn 20
Sec. 1729, died 8 Mar. 1808, g. s.
He was n coroner, justice of the peace, and in the campaign of

?ouamgmp in 1776.
He married @ May 1757 Hannar Hupeasp, born at Concord 18

Jan. 1735-86, died 12 Jan, 1803, g. 5., deughter of Licut. Joseph

and Rebecea (Bulkley).
Children, all bom at Lexington:
i.  Jonres,' b. 4 Mar. 1758; was ordained pasior sl Athol 21 Nov. 1767; d.
30 Apr, 1830.
it.  Haswam, b. 20 Jan. 1760: m. 18 Apr, 1785 Dea. Eppwmzza Lawamecr
of Wobum; d. 25 Nov, 1835,

10. ii. Bmwsamn, b. 28 May 1762; 4 1834
iv. Samumr, b. 15 Nov. 1764; m. (1) Poriy Carasy: m, (2) NApoT Wannxk;
moved to Brookline; died at Lexington 20 July 1814,
v. MAERTRA, or PATET, b. 22 June, bapt. 14 Jume 1767; m. at Cambridge, 29
Sept. 1794, Eouuno WaLbnow, In.; died at Sterling, Mar. 1822,
11. vi. Atrra, b £ Nov. 1769; 4. t9%e
vii. Nataaw, bapt. 10 May 1772; m. Saran Surrn, snd moved to Ashhy,
viii. Sotoson, bapt, 18 Dec. 1774; m. Locy Davis of New Ipawich, N. H.,
where Le lived for a time; d. 11 Aug. 1025,
ix. Mrmscewr, bapt. B Jone 1777; m. (intention dated £7 Dec. 1801) Wi~
M Sraunve of Wallham; d. 1844.

m.....,,m.wnzom EsrAPROOK, & negro, living in the family of Denjamin
Batabrook, was among those who stood the fire of British troops,
o0 Lexington Common, on 10 April 1775, at which time he was

mﬁn&, He served afterwards in almost every campaign of the




A. Evidence of Household of Prince Estabrook

Clue 2: Account of M.J. Canavan, 19" ¢ Lexington Historian:
“In 1693, the [inhabitants of Lexington] built a home for their pastor [Benjamin Estabrook’s

grandfather] . . . 42 feet long and 18 feet wide. . . . Mr. Benjamin Estabrook occupied it at the
time of the battle.”

Explanation: with these dimensions, the house was likely a “hall and parlor” lay out, with two
rooms on the first floor and two chambers above.

HALL- AND-PARLOR HOUSE
({ ONE.-ROQM-DEED )

Clue 3: Excerpt from Probate Inventory of Benj. Estabrook, 1803

Luxury Goods: Furniture

tall case clock 11 chairs

another clock additional “old chairs”

silver tankard 4 round tables

1 silver tablespoon and 6 teaspoons chamber table (likely a lamp stand)
Looking glass (mirror) 3 chestsxwx

Glass of waxwork (waxwork sconce, decorative) 2 chests of drawers

6 miniature portraits desk

sampler 3 bedsteads, cords, bed linens and mattresses
7 delft plates

glassware

pewter plates and dishes
brass kettles

satin cloak

silk gown

silk gloves

books

The rest of the items are kitchen and farm tools, farm produce and livestock

Clue 4.1 exington Tax Assessment 1774
Explanation: In the tax rates, those who own property of any sort (real or personal) are assessed

and taxed based the value of their property. We can compare the relative economic status of the
taxpaying people of Lexington by listing all taxpayers accorded to their assessed tax, and then
dividing the ranked list into ten sections. Each section is a decile. The first decile represents the
wealthiest 10% of taxpayers; the 10" decile represents the poorest 10% of tax payers.

Benjamin Estabrook ranked in the first decile (highest). He was the fifth wealthiest man in all of
Lexington in 1774.



B. Evidence for the Estabrook Farm and Prince’s Work
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B. Evidence for the Estabrook Farm and Prince’s Work

Clue 2. Lexington Tax Valuation of 1771
The Mamacbusetts Tns; Valuation Larn of 1771
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B. Evidence for the Estabrook Farm and Prince’s Work

Clue 3: United States Revolutionary War Rolls and Compiled Indices, National Archives
Entry for payment of enlistment bounty by the town of Lexington to Prince Estabrook for a 3-
year term. Described as:

Prince Estabrook, negro
Age: 40

Stature: 5ft, 6in
Complexion: black
Hair: black

Eyes: black
Occupation: Farmer
Engaged for: Lexington

Clue 4: Excerpt from Probate Inventory for Benjamin Estabrook, 1803

Description of farm tools:

Plow

Plowshare (the metal blade of a plow that slices the earth
Cart (for carrying manure, crops, etc)

Timber chain (for dragging timber after logging)
Grindstone (for sharpening blades)

3 Forks

Shovel

Traces and Hames (tackle for hitching draft animals)

Ox yoke

Scythe and Snath (for haying)



C. Evidence on Prince Estabrook, Slave
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v section of Joseph Estabrook I1's wili

Joseph Estabrook, d. 1733, was the grandfather of Benjamin Estabrook, owner of Prince.
This is an excerpt from his will regarding the disposition of his slave, “Tony.”

“My negro slave Tony, I direct to be duly valued according to his worth, and he 1o choose
his master among my children, as they shall agree to his choice and apprizement, and not

to be sold out of the family.”

If Tony chose Joseph III as his master, then he would have been a member of Benjamin’s
family as a child. If, as historians suspect, Tony was the father of Prince, then Prince and
Benjamin likely grew up together in the same houschold.



C. Evidence on Prince Estabrook, Slave

Clue 2: Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War [Thisisa 17 vol.
compilation of those from Massachusetts who served in the Revolutionary War,
published between 1896 and 1908, by the Secretary of the Commonwealth]

On July 28, 1780, Prince Estabrook entered six months service in the regiment of Col.
John Greaton. His listing includes the following:

Age: 39

Stature 511”

Complexion negro

Engaged for: Lexington

Clue 3: Account of 19" ¢. Boylston historian M.J, Canavan based on 19" ¢ oral tradition:
[M.J. Canavan, Vol. 1, p. 124, 125and Vol. 3, p. 432. ]

“Benjamin Estabrook was a shrewd trader and he had a negro, Prince, who was a good
second. Tales have come down of how they played into each other’s hand in making a
deal. . . One day Ben was trying to sell a rather poor horse to a back country man and
Prince was seen walking around with tears in his eyes, calling out, ‘Oh, don’t sell that
horse, Massa. That’s just the best horse we ever had.’”

Clue 4: Lexington Valuation of 1775 (Cary Memorial Library, Reel 2, Vol. II)
“Invoice and valuation of both real and personal estate of the town of Lexington as taken
in the year 1775 “: Benjamin Estabrook assessed for one slave.

Clue 5: U.S. Population Census of 1790:

The household of Benjamin Estabrook is listed as including one nonwhite frecman.

Clue 6: Lexington Tax Records — 1790s
Prince Estabrook’s name appears on several Lexington tax rolls in the 1790s, usually next

to that of another form slave, Job Lock. The names of both black freemen are separated
and placed at the end ol the tax list.

Clue 7. Gravestone of Prince Estabroo ted 1830, in the Pauper’s Section of the
Unitarian Universalist Church Cemetery.[Prince had followed Benjamin Estabrook’s son
Nathan to Ashby after Benjamin died in 1803].



D. Prince Estabrook — Evidence for April 19th

Clue 1: Roster of Men in Capt. John Parker’s Militia Who Mustered April 19® 1775

Names of the Seventy-Seven Men of Captain John Parker’s Company
who were in the early moming engagement on Lexington Common, Aprif 19, 1775

CAPTAIN JOHN PARKER

LipuTenant Wiwam Tioo

Exsich Rosear Musmok, killed
ENSIGN [OSEPH SIMONDS

Crenx DaneL HarRNGTON
ORDERLY SERGT. WILLIAM MUNROE

EBexEZER BowMaN

JoHK BRInGE, Jk.

JaMEs BRowN

Joun Brown, killed

Sowomon BrownN

JoHN CHANDLER

JOHN CHANDLER, JR.

Joserr Comee, wounded

RoszaT Douccass, of Caprain Belknap's
Wobum Company, enlisted in Captain
Parker's company, April 19

Isaazs DuRanT

Prince ESTABRODK, colored, wounded

NaTHANIEL FARMER, wounded

Isaac GREEN

Wirnam GriMes

CaLEr HARRINGTON, Killed

Joun HARRINGTON

JoraTHAN HarrmGTON, 'R, killed (son
of Henry, but known as a *'Junior” at
thar time}

Mases HARRINGTON, 3RD

Maoses HARRINGTON, |A.

Traooeys HaraneToN

THOMAS HARRINGTON

Isaac Hastines

SarukeL HASTINGS

Samusr Hapeey, killed

THoMAS HADLEY, JR.

JoHN HOSMER

Mican Hacan

Amos Loce

BenpAMIN LOCKR

EBeENEZER LOoCK

Revnen Locx

ABNER MEAD

EREnEZER MUNRCE, JR. [sort of Jonas,
bui known as a “Junior’’ at that time),
wounded

OFFICERS

CoRrORAL JoEL VILES
CORPORAL SAMUEL SANDERSON
CorroraL [oHN MUNROE
CORPOFRAL ESeNEZER PARKER
Drummer Winizam DiamonD

.. EFeR Jonamian HARNGTON,,
PRIVATES

JeoEntan MunmoE, wounded

Jorrs MUNROE, Jr.

NaTran Munproz

Wnriam MUNROE, 3rD

NATHANTEL MULLIKEN

Isaac Muzzy, killed

forn Muzzy

Jonas PArker, killed

JONAS PARKER, [R.

Nathaniei Parkhurst

Soromon Prerce, wounded

AspMEL PoaTER, killed. Unarmed jhed
been taken prisoner, released bur shor
as he was running away)

JosHua Reep

JosHuA REED, JR.

NATHAN REED

joun Roppins, wounded

Pemir Russers

BENTAMIN SAMPSON

JosHUA SIMONDS

Jorm SMITH

Praness SMITH

SiMEON Snow

PHINEAS STEARNS

Joras STong, Tr.

Jorm Tmp, wounded

SanuEL TIoo

~Joserx UWDERWOOD

Benjamin WELLINGTON

Enoc WELLINGTON

ToHn WinsHr

THOMAS WinsHIR, wounded

Svwvanus Woan, of Captain Walker's
Wobum Company, enlisted in Captain
Parker's company, April 19

JAMES WYMAN .
77 in all not counting Porter, who was

not in line.

The foregoing list was compiled by Mr. Frank Warren Coburn of Lexington, Mass., as
given in his book, ““The Battle of April 19, 1775," published in 1922 by the LExinGTON

HisToORICAL SOCIETY.




D. Prince Estabrook — Evidence for April 19th

Clue 2: Deposition of 14 Members of the Lexington Militia, Given April 25, 1775
In May of 1775, the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts took depositions (testimony) from

participants in the events of April 19" to determine what happened and who was at fault. This is
an edited excerpt of Deposition No. &:

We, [lists 14 members of the militia from Lexington], all of lawful age, do testify and say that on
the morning of the nineteenth of April instant, about one or two o’clock in the morning, being
informed that a number of the Regular Officers had been riding up and down the road the
evening and night preceding, and that some of the inhabitants as they were passing had been
insulted by the officers and stopped by them; and being also informed that the Regular Troops
were on their march from Boston . . . to take the [military] stores at Concord, we met on the
Company parade [common, also used as the training ground]; and after the Company had
collected we were ordered by Capt John Parker . . . to disperse for the present, and to be ready to
attend the beat of the drum [call to arms]; and accordingly the Company went into houses near
the place of parade. We further testify and say, that about five o’clock in the morning, we
attended the beat of our drum, and were formed on the parade. We were faced towards the
Regulars, then marching up to us, and some of cur Company were coming to the parade with
their backs towards the [British] Troops and others on the parade began to disperse, when the
Regulars fired on the company before a gun was fired by any of our Company on them. They
killed eight of our Company, and wounded several, and continued their fire until we had all made
our escape.

Clue 3: The Fate of the Blood-Thirsty Oppressors, a sermon delivered by Rev. Jonas Clark at
Lexington on the first anniversary of the battle, April 19" 1776.

“The persons killed, in the moming, when hostilities were first commenced, were, Messieurs
Robert Munro, Jonas Parker, Samuel Hadley, Jonathan Harrington, jun., Isaac Muzzy, Caleb
Harrington and John Brown, of Lexington . . . Wounded, Jedediah Munro, Thomas Winship,
Nathaniel Farmer, John Robbins, Solomon Peirce, John Tidd, Joseph Comee, Ebenezer Munro,
jun., and Prince, a Negro, of Lexington . . .”

Clue 4: 19 Century Lexington Historian M.J, Canavan [Vol. 3, p. 471]
Canavan cites Estabrook family lore that Benjamin’s son Joseph, then 17, witnessed the battle

and then helped some of the wounded, including Prince, to the Estabrook home, where they were
treated by Lexington Dr. Fiske.

Clue S: Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War (Vol. V,, pp. 155, 157
389, and 392 [Thisis a 17 vol. compilation of those who served inthe war, published between 1896 and 1908.]
Prince’s master, Benjamin Estbrook was paid nine pounds for five months’ service in a unit that
formed in the summer of 1775. [It is unlikely that the 46-year-old head of a family of eight
young children performed this service, especially during the peak summer farming months. ]

Clue 6: U.S, Revolutionary War Rolls and Compiled Indices, National Archives

On June 11, 1781 the town of Lexington paid a bounty directly to Prince for agreeing to serve in
the Continental Army for a 3-year term. He was listed as black farmer from Lexington. [Slavery
was officially abolished in Massachusetts in 1783].




