Handout 2E
Expanding Democracy Part II: The Pro-Suffrage Movement in Massachusetts during
the Progressive Era

The progressive era saw a reemergence of reform movements, similar to the era of the
common man in the 1830s and 1840s. One of these reform movements was women’s
suffrage. In the early 1900s, states began to place referendum questions on the ballot. A
referendum is a specific question that becomes law if a majority of voters approve the law
(today we simply call these ballot questions). Voter referendum was a new type of
lawmaking to come out of the progressive era.

Read and annotate the selections below. Identify the main argument they make for why
women should be granted the right to vote (all sources contained in Scrapbook of newspaper

clippings pertaining to the women'’s suffrage movement, primarily from Boston, Mass. Newspapers
MA Historical Society Call Number OVERSIZE JK1911.M4 S37).
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Alice Palmer was a president of Wellesley College and well known among academics at the time.



