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Process Paper

1) How did you choose your topic and how does it relate to the annual theme?
We chose our topic because we wanted to recognize a pioneer who does not receive the
recognition they deserve, and this came in the form of Ella Baker. She was a pioneer her entire
life, fighting for human rights, alongside Martin Luther King Jr. She faced boundaries in race and
as a woman, and was still able to achieve significant change. Her efforts helped to ensure the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965. She was the first leader
of civil rights to emphasize working with the younger generation, which highlights her as a
frontier.

2) How did you conduct your research?
Our research was largely conducted using online sources, such as Britannica, History.com, and
Loc.gov. We spent time in libraries researching the overall topic of civil rights, as well as reading
her speeches and interviews.

3) How did you create your project?
We created our project using a poster board, construction paper, and other decorative materials.
The black backdrop is actually vinyl meant for a cricut cutting machine. The newspaper
background is all newspaper articles from the 1950s that have to deal with the civil rights
movement. All of the pictures and writing are mounted on cardstock and the display is made of
cardboard and paint.

4) What is your historical argument?
Ella Baker is a pioneer who does not receive the recognition she deserves, especially after her
work in the civil rights movement and strides towards equality. She demonstrates a frontier in
history because of the drastic increase in human rights during her lifetime. Before her, black
people were segregated, facing racism and discrimination regularly. During her lifetime, she
fought for black people to be seen as equals and encouraged the leaders of the future. Towards
the end of her lifetime, the civil rights acts were passed that outlawed discrimination on the basis
of race.

5) In what ways is your topic significant in history?
Her significance in history cannot be understated. It was her leadership and unwavering
determination that moved the country forward and helped gain equal rights for black Americans.
Without her, Rosa Parks might not have been inspired to sit in the white section of the bus and
fight against racism. Her campaigns and workshops inspired the younger generations to continue
the movement past her lifetime. It was her leadership that helped the passage of the civil rights
acts and elevated the rights of many.



Historical Argument:
Ella Baker was an influential leader whose impacts on the civil rights movement
and on the country as a whole are underappreciated. Her work in educating and
preparing young people in the fight for equal rights is left largely unnoticed,
despite her and the movement's overall success in making race-based
discrimination illegal and bettering the lives of minorities.
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Historical Context:

Throughout her childhood, the U.S. was infiltrated with racist messages developed
by the KKK. Jim Crow laws were present and thriving since the 1860’s. Following
black participation in WWII, civil rights became on the forefront of most people’s
minds after President Truman passed the law to desegregate the armed forces.
Throughout the following decades, influential figures, such as Rosa Parks, Martin
Luther King Jr. and Ella Baker, prompted acts of “nonviolent resistance” that
helped shape the civil rights movement.

Significance:
Ella Baker helped shape the leaders of the civil rights movement. She held
campaigns and workshops, encouraging black people across the country to fight for
their civil liberties. Rosa Parks was an attendee at one of Ella’s leadership
conferences, and was inspired by what she saw there. Her leadership ultimately
spurred the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of
1965.
Accomplishments:

Ella Baker is not widely known today, yet she was a crucial figure in the civil
rights movement; her devotedness and ability to listen inspired others to fight for
their rights and gave her the nickname, “Fundhi” as well as Mama Baker. Her
involvement in the NAACP, co-creation of SCLC - a non-violent civil rights
program fighting for desegregation - and creation of the SNCC, which helped
register black votes, are among some of her lifelong accomplishments.

Discrimination on Two Fronts:

Fighting against long standing injustice is nearly impossible when you are looked
down upon for both the color of your skin and gender, yet Ella Baker did just that.
During her work with Martin Luther King Jr. in the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, he questioned her decisions and elected her to a provisional director
position due to the hierarchy of the organization and views of women. Critics
viewed her as abrasive and controlling; they did not think that women should have
been leading. Instead of allowing this to stop her, Baker left the SCLC and went on
to form the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. It was the first
organization of its time to bring younger people, especially students, into the fight
for equality.



Racial Barriers:
During the civil rights movement, black people fought valiantly for equal rights,
employing mostly nonviolent tactics, such as sit-ins and marches, to call for equal
treatment. Ella was faced with racism and discrimination at every turn. Jim Crow
laws and police brutality were especially present in the south, where she lived. She
was looked down upon for the color of her skin, seen as a second-class citizen. Ella
Baker fought against racist systems that stood much longer than she lived and was
successful in achieving her goals of desegregation.

Present Connection:
After black people gained equal rights, many believed that racism and
discrimination would end there, but it did not. In the summer of 2020, protests
erupted across the country to fight against police brutality and discrimination. The
protests rose up after the unnecessary, discriminatory murders of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, Tamir Rice, Trayvon Martin, and many others. Black people are
still not seen as equals, despite civil rights leaders, such as Ella Baker’s, hard work.



