
National History Day 
QUESTIONS JUDGES MIGHT ASK 

A Guide to Historical Research Through the National History Day Program 

 
The purpose of the interview is to allow the judges to get to know the student(s) and learn a little 

more about what went into the development of the History Day entries.   

They are not inclusive of the questions that judges might ask during an interview.  

 

Sample questions for all entries: 

1. What was the most important source you used? How did this source help you shape 

your opinion on this topic? 

2. What is the most important point you are trying to convey about your topic? 

3. What is the most important thing you learned from completing this entry? 

4. Why did you select this topic? What gave you the idea to do this topic? 

5. As you did your research, what surprised you most about this topic? 

6. Did your thesis statement or idea, change with your research? 

7. Is this topic relevant to anything in current events? 

8. What did you find most difficult about doing the research for this entry? 

9. How did your primary sources help you understand this topic? 

10. How did you come up with the script or design for this project? 

11. Why did _____________ (the person or people who are the subject of the entry) get 

involved in _____________ (whatever they became involved in?) 

12. If you researched an individual, what were the largest obstacles faced by this person? 

13. If you researched an event, what were the most important factors that caused this event 

to occur? 

14. What were the most important consequences of this _____________ (event or person’s 

actions?) 

 

These questions should be answered in students’ project, but you may seek clarification: 

▪ How did this impact history? 

▪ What is the historical significance? 

▪ What conclusions can you draw? 

▪ Why did this happen? 

▪ Ask… about time and place and cause and effect.  

 

Final Questions 

▪ Is there anything you weren’t asked, that you would like to talk about? 

▪ If one of your fellow students were to read/view this project, what is the most important 

information/takeaway that you want them to come away with? 

 

 

 


