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Interview of Blake Grindon

Blake Grindon 00:00

The story goes that Jane McCrea was engaged to a loyalist officer who was serving with [John]
Burgoyne. This loyalist officer reputedly sent a party of native warriors who were attached to the
campaign to escort McCrea through the woods to meet him so they could get married. Instead of

escorting her, these native warriors supposedly killed her and brought her scalp into camp.

Cassie Cloutier 00:29

[Intro music fades in] Historians and Their Histories is a podcast by the Massachusetts Historical
Society. It introduces listeners to our community of researchers. We learn about the paths they took to
become a student of the past and the projects they are working on at the MHS. I am Cassie Cloutier,
Associate Director of Research at the MHS. Today, we are sitting down with Blake Grindon, an
independent historian based in Philadelphia, who is also the recipient of support from the New England
Regional fellowship Consortium [NERFC], which is sponsored and administered by the MHS. Thank

you for joining us today.

Blake Grindon 01:06
Very excited to be here.

Cassie Cloutier 01:07

So, my first question is why did you become an historian?

Blake Grindon 01:10

So, I think one of the things that really drew me into it was a class in college. That’s probably what
happened with a lot of people. I went to Bard College, and I actually went there to be a creative writing
major and write fiction, and then I ended up writing about real things instead, but that’s mostly thanks to
my wonderful undergraduate advisor, or the person who became my wonderful undergraduate advisor. |
took a class during my second semester of my freshman year with Christian Ayne Crouch, who is a
professor of history at Bard. And I was drawn to taking this class, which was on the early modern

Atlantic world, partly because I’d gotten interested in American history in high school, but really



specifically American history in the 20th century and the history of popular music. And somehow that
just sort of led me into taking this class, and I absolutely loved it. I had sort of realized creative writing
wasn’t for me, and then one of the things that I discovered was that history writing really was and I
loved it. And I think one of the most formative parts of that is Bard as a school where everyone has to
write a senior thesis. And so, I wrote a senior thesis based on original work. I actually came to the
Massachusetts Historical Society way back in 2010 as a little baby historian. And that was what really
got me into history and got me hooked, was both taking that class and then getting to write that senior

thesis four years later.

Cassie Cloutier 02:43

What sources were you looking at your first time here?

Blake Grindon 02:46

I am trying to remember the exact ones, because, as I said, it was a very long time ago, but one of the
things that that project really focused on was a story of a man named Phineas Stevens who was captured
by Abenaki raiders in the 1720s adopted briefly spent some time in Abenaki villages in Canada and
what is today the state of Vermont, and then he actually maintained connections to his Abenaki family
after he was returned to New England and ended up working for the Massachusetts colony, going back
and working for the negotiation of other captives who had been taken to Canada by native nations who
are allied with France at the time, and so I know I was looking into material about him, his journal,
which sort of inspired me to this project as a whole story, it doesn’t exist to the original anymore, so I
know I wasn’t looking at that, but I was interested in uncovering some stuff about his assignments for
these missions, some of his correspondence with William Shirley and also some of just the

documentation of his life in Massachusetts and northern New England.

Cassie Cloutier 04:05
So, can you tell us about your training as an historian post undergrad, what your grad school training

was like?



Blake Grindon 04:11

Absolutely. Yeah so, I got, as I said, into studying history as an undergraduate. And one of the things
that really drew me to looking at history into the project that I ended up working on as an undergrad,
was that [ was interested in the history of where I grew up, which is Vermont, so northern New England,
very, very adjacent to Quebec. And so I was interested in the history of connections to France, and I was
interested in sort of how that area had been settled, but I was also interested in the history of native
people in the region, partly because growing up in Vermont in the 1990s there was really a kind of
widely said thing that there had not been been native history there. And so, you know very much, going
back to Jean O’Brien’s Firsting and Lasting: [Writing Indians out of Existence in New England] 1 guess
we’re thinking about thinking about larger historical sources. And one of the things that I uncovered
through my undergraduate thesis for myself was just a realization of how much that wasn’t true, how
there were individual native people and people making really specific claims about land rights in what is
today, Vermont and Canada, and the really rich documentation of that. So, the love of that had sort of
stayed with me as I left college and was working for a while in New York City. And I kept thinking
about it, kept reading historical texts, and a lot of ways those brought me back into studying history
some more. And one of the things that really brought me to graduate school, which I’'m sure we’ll talk
about, is the project that I'm working on now here. And I was so fascinated by this story and by the
history, which again, tied in to the really intertwined histories of English colonization, of French
colonization, and of various native nations in the Northeast. And knowing that [ wanted to work on that
was what motivated me to go to graduate school, because it was really hard to do with a full-time job in
New York City. And so, I ended up going to Princeton for my PhD, starting in 2017 and it was a really
great opportunity to sort of get back into archives and to have that time to work on these things. And one
of the things that was also great is that there was a real range. Princeton has a very large history
department, and so I got to work with, actually, two advisors, Michael Blaakman, who works on the
history of America during the Revolutionary era, and on land claims and many things. That’s a brief
summary of his work. And also with David Bell, who’s a historian of early modern France and of France
in the Atlantic world. And getting to have those sort of combined inputs in a really Atlantic perspective
was really wonderful and also helpful, because that’s reflected in the archival reach of this project, right?
I’ve done research here in New England and in North America, but that’s also included research in
Canada, and it’s also included research in archives in the UK and in France as well. So, I think getting to

have that opportunity was really great. And then I was lucky enough for my dissertation defense, and the



last couple years [ was at Princeton that Elizabeth Ellis, who wrote the wonderful, The Great Power of
Small Nations: [Indigenous Diplomacy in the Gulf South] about small nations on small native nations in
the Gulf Coast, actually came to Princeton. She was previously at NYU, which is where I had known
her, and then she got a position at Princeton. So, I got to work with her as well. And that was really
fabulous. And I think her insights and just thinking about native diplomacy and native sovereignty and
politics in the 18th century have been really crucial to me in thinking about this project and also in how

it developed, both as a dissertation, but then as it’s become a book as well.

Cassie Cloutier 08:18

But can you tell us more about this project you’re working on?

Blake Grindon 08:21

Yeah, as I said, the project that brought me back to back to academia, full time, and sort of as with my
first project that had looked at Phineas Stevens and looked at the history of Anglo-Abenaki relations in
the Northeast. This is a project that is based in some ways in my experience growing up in Vermont. So,
it’s focused around Jane McCrea and Jane McCrea is someone who I had first heard about as a child
going and visiting the Saratoga battlefield and Fort Edward and other areas in upstate New York, which
is really close to Vermont. And the story about Jane McCrea that I heard there as a child, and that is sort
of widely, widely told, is that she was a white settler who during the 1777 campaign of the British that
went from Canada down into the Northeast. It was intended to separate the New England colonies,
where Britain saw the center of the rebellion of the American Revolution. This advance from Canada by
the British also involved a lot of native allies, and the story goes that Jane McCrea was engaged to a
loyalist officer who was serving with Burgoyne. This loyalist officer reputedly sent a party of native
warriors who were attached to the campaign to escort McCrea through the woods to meet him so they
could get married. Instead of escorting her, these native warriors supposedly killed her and brought her
scalp into camp. So, I’d heard this story quite a bit growing up, and then after I had finished my
undergrad work, I was living in New York, reading some history books. I read Nobility Lost:[ French
and Canadian Martial Cultures, Indians, and the End of New France] which is a book by Christian
Ayne Crouch , who was my undergraduate advisor, that is about relations between the French, French
Canadian officers, and native allies of France during the Seven Years War. I read that book, and then I

also read Alan Taylor’s The Divided Ground: [Indians, Settlers, and the Northern Borderland of the



American Revolution] which is about Haudenosaunee people during the American Revolutionary War.
And one of the things that struck me was that Jane McCrea came up in both of these books, and so did a
number of French Canadian officers who had initially, during the Seven Years War, been part of
France’s colonial troops, but then remained in Canada afterward and became attached to the British and
this mention of Jane McCrea and also the inclusion of these French Canadian officers in the story really
made me wonder what had actually happened. And the more I thought about the story of Jane McCrea
the more I thought this doesn’t make a lot of sense, right? Why had these native men always very foggy
in this story, supposedly killed someone who they were in charge of escorting to camp. So, I began kind
of looking at research for that at the New York Public Library while I was living there. And then, as |
said, this is the project that inspired me to go to graduate school. And this project really still centers
around the story of Jane McCrea and kind of trying to unpack it. But one of the things that I realized is
the questions that had initially drawn me to this story, what really happened? What were these native
men doing on a British military campaign, and what could their presence and the presence of these
French-Canadian officers tell us about the American Revolution more broadly. What is this story that
brings all of these people together? And then, why does Jane McCrea ultimately become so famous after
her death, right? She is a sort of celebrity figure in death, although she’s a relatively insignificant person
in life, she is someone whose story is told in every newspaper that is still publishing in the 13 states. She
is mentioned in parliamentary speeches by Edmund Burke in Britain, and she is also mentioned in
French newspapers and newspapers in other continental European countries. She’s part of a novel that’s
published in the 1780s that I wrote an article back about, back in 2020 that was published in The William
& Mary Quarterly. And so why does this story have such staying power? And why does it have such
staying power that I was still hearing about this in the 1990s in Vermont? So that’s this current project,
and 1t has taken me in lots of interesting directions, and has really become a project that, along with Jane
McCrea is also about how people thought about race and how people thought about sovereignty, and the
ways in which concepts around sovereignty and around rules of warfare were something that there was a
really broad cross Atlantic conversation about that wasn’t just happening among European people, but

was also happening among Native American people to a really significant degree.

Cassie Cloutier 13:31

What brings you to the Massachusetts Historical Society for this project? What are you working on?



Blake Grindon 13:36

So, this project has kind of a funny research trajectory. I mentioned, I started graduate school in 2017
and as we all know, in 2020 there was a global pandemic that put us all into lockdown that started that
year. And so, I didn’t really begin with the massive research project that I had hoped to have in my first
sort of post master’s degree post generals here, and I have been doing some catch up with that. But one
of the really exciting things is that I got to think about the sort of overall scale of this project. I did
manage to get into a bunch of archives while I was at Princeton, but now I’'m looking at sort of filling in
some of those gaps that I didn’t get to spend as much time on and one of the things that is really
significant to me is looking at some accounts that are not from people in command of armies, right? This
isn’t Burgoyne’s account. This isn’t Horatio Gates’ account of what was happening, because it’s often in
those accounts I found that the stories of native allies are brought into greater detail, and that we’re
really able to see what was going on the ground. So I’ve been spending a lot of time with journals
looking at both Massachusetts soldiers who served in the Saratoga campaign and also who served in the
Sullivan Campaign against the Haudenosaunee in 1779 that is I think, really connected to McCrea’s
story, which I can talk about some more here, or you can wait for the book, but I’ve been looking at
those and really looking for moments when there’s discussion about native people who are allied, both
to the British and also to the Americans, which is something that gets talked about a lot less in the war in

the northeast, that there’s a really significant number of native allies on the side of the US as well.

Cassie Cloutier 15:35
So, you are a recipient of a New England Regional Fellowship Consortium award. So, can you tell us

about the other institutions you’re visiting for this project?

Blake Grindon 15:44

Absolutely. So, I have been to the Connecticut Museum of History and Culture in Hartford, which was
also an absolutely wonderful trip. I’'ve been finding so many great things in these New England archives,
and that was back in January. One of the exciting moments there was getting to see a record from a
continental soldier named Oliver Boardman, who actually describes native allies of the United States
again, and specifically details US officers, officers in the Continental Army giving loyalist captives to
these native allies for them to torture, which really runs counter to the narrative that patriots were

presenting during the American Revolutionary War of their relationship to native people versus the



relationship of the British Empire. And after that, I’'m going to be after I finish up here. So, Connecticut
is where I’ve been. I’'m wrapping up my time here in Boston, and then I’m going to be going next, in
just a little bit, to the New Hampshire Historical Society in Concord, and then to the Vermont Historical
Society in Barre, Vermont. And one of the things that I’'m going to be looking at there is this area that is
sort of northern New England, now, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine currently, that was really fairly
sparsely colonized during this period. And so, there is some really great documentation from people,
including Timothy Bedel who works for the United States and is involved in managing relations with the
Abenakis and other native nations in that northern area. And I’'m going to be looking at a bunch of those
and sort of seeing the way in which the United States is trying to manage diplomacy with those northern

nations.

Cassie Cloutier 17:45
So, I don’t want you to spoil the entirety of the book that you’re working on, but can you tell us about

some unexpected finds, or some of the interesting things you’ve come across?

Blake Grindon 18:00

Absolutely. So, one of the things near to the start of my time here that was really exciting was I was
looking at one of these journals from a continental soldier. This is Benjamin Farnum and I was reading
through it. He stationed around Fort Edward during 1777 so of course, I was intrigued as to what he
might have to say, and he has an entry long before we get to Jane McCrea’s death, that actually
mentions McCrea and I was so excited to come across it. So one of the details about McCrea’s death that
is significant here is that she’s actually killed while she is at not the house where she lives, which is her
brother’s house, but the house of a friend of hers named Sarah McNeil who is a widow, who also
appears to potentially have some connections to loyalists serving with Burgoyne. So, McCrea is
ultimately killed on July 26 but in his entry for May 15, Farnum mentions that he is transporting a
couple people civilians living at Fort Edwards across the Hudson River. And those people are the widow
McNeill and someone he refers to as Miss Jenny, which is very often how McCrea is referred to in 18th
century accounts. And this is clearly Sarah McNeil and Jane McCrea and it’s really exciting to have
something that puts them together before this sort of fateful moment. And even though it’s a very brief
reference, is really interesting for me in terms of thinking about the world that McCrea was moving

through, and the world that these women in colonial settlements along the frontier were living in, as they



sort of are anticipating this war descending on to them, and just having that brief snapshot was so
exciting to see in that particular journal. There’s been a ton of stuff. I’'m nearing the end of my time at
Massachusetts Historical Society. Today is actually my last day, so I have, like, a whole list, but just to
give, give some other highlights. So, another thing that’s become really central to this particular project
is thinking about the ways that certain acts of violence become really specifically racialized in rhetoric
around the American Revolutionary War. And the main one that’s really central to the McCrea story,
obviously, in this tale that these native warriors are bringing her scalp to her supposed fiancé, one of the
key things in terms of particular acts of violence is scalping, and I’ve been looking at that a lot as I’ve
continued to revise this book. And one of the things that’s interesting is that despite the assertion and a
lot of patriot media that scalping is really something that is practiced by native allies of the British, this
is something that is practiced both by indigenous people and by colonists on both sides of the war pretty
regularly, and also in the Benjamin Farnum journal, there is an another reference in June to a captain
coming back from a scout with a scalp that is described as being of the Kanien’keha:ka. This is a native
community that still exists outside of Montreal. They’re predominantly Mohawk, and they have a kind
of complex history in the Revolution, because they are widely courted by both the United States and
Britain, and there’s actually wide support for both sides within Kahnawake itself. And I find this a really
intriguing entry. I’m actually a little confused by it, because part of me is unsure whether this is a scalp
from a person from Kahnawake which I believe is what is going on, or whether this is something that
has been brought from a native ally. But in either case, it speaks to the value that people within the
Continental Army are attaching to scalps and attaching to that and the sort of ordinariness of it, right?

This is not remarked upon as something especially shocking.

Cassie Cloutier 22:27
[ know today’s your last day, but are you hoping to uncover anything else during your NERFC
fellowship?

Blake Grindon 22:34

Yeah, so I actually have some stuff that I’'m planning to look at for my last day here. So, I’'m going to
talk about that, which is that part of this project is about looking at the military history, but part of this
project is also about looking at the story of Jane McCrea and how that is told on the 18th century, and
how it comes down to us throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Although I’'m mostly talking about the



18th because this book has to stop somewhere, and one of the people, sort of early on who talks about
Jane McCrea and the history of the Revolution is Mercy Otis Warren in her history of the American
Revolution. And one of the things that I’'m going to be taking a look at during my last day here is her
papers, and basically trying to see if there is a moment when Jane McCrea’s story pops up in her
personal correspondence and in her conversations with her family and with the Adamses and all of those
people, and thinking about how this story is entering into the consciousness of people who will go on
and tell it in a public way, like Warren herself would in her history of the Revolutionary War. So that’s
my concluding plans here at MHS, and thinking forward more generally, you know, one of the things
that ’m really excited to look at as I sort of move north in my research, is the ways in which people are
navigating this real sort of borderland of what is today, northern New England and southern Quebec, this
area that really, in many ways, remains sort of a native controlled space, and is only beginning to
become heavily colonized right around the Revolutionary era. And I’m excited to see how that maybe is
a little bit different than what we see coming from places like Massachusetts, where there’s more of an

English colonial base. So those are some, those are some hopes for the rest of the research.

Cassie Cloutier 24:34
Great. Well, we look forward to hearing what you find more north. So, I think you had mentioned that
you’re also dabbling in another project. Can you tell us a little bit about that and what you’re finding for

that or using?

Blake Grindon 24:47

Absolutely, so what I’'m calling my second book project, which feels very surreal, is actually going way
back to my undergraduate thesis, and that particular project, as [ mentioned, had really looked at Anglo-
Abenaki relations before the Seven Years War, and specifically centered around Phineas Stevens this
former Abenaki captive who ends up returning to New England but maintaining these connections to his
Abenaki family. And I’m really interested in the ways in which stories about captivity, which are kind of
iconic in American history, if you think about even something like Westerns being made in the 20th
century, stories about white colonists being captured by native people remain kind of a fascination for a
long time. But in reality, this is really something, when you look at the way that captivity operated, it’s
something that was complicating kind of strict divisions, whether those are people thinking about race or

even thinking about political alliance and culture and the ways in which cultures are transferring,
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captives are something that complicates all of that, because you have, you know, people from New
England who are going back and forth, actually pretty frequently from New England colonies to native
communities, whether those are Mohawk communities or Wabanaki communities and also French
colonial spaces, and there’s a really strong amount of communication across those lines. And Phineas
Stevens really helped me to see that, and I think helps to illustrate that as well. And so one of the things
that I was super excited to see when I did a little poking around was the Journal of Nathaniel
Wheelwright who is someone who actually accompanies Phineas Stevens on some of these missions, but
also, really significantly, as someone whose own family history is entangled in the history of captivity
and these networks of communication is entangled in the history of captivity and networks of
communication between New England colonies and colonies of France and indigenous spaces as well.
This is because Nathaniel Wheelwright’s aunt, who was born Esther Wheelwright is herself captured in
a raid early in the 18th century, she is adopted into a Wabanaki family, and then she ends up being
among a select group of girls from this Wabanaki community who France, who has allied with these
nations at the time, end up educating in an Ursuline convent in Quebec. But really significantly, Esther
Wheelwright herself goes on to ultimately become the head of this Ursuline convent, and her nephew
actually meets with her when he is traveling to Canada to negotiate for the return of New England
captives. And so getting to see his journal here was incredibly exciting and exciting, both because it sort
of expands on the story that Phineas Stevens journals tell, but also because it’s a story about another one
of these families that are both separated by colonial spaces, indigenous spaces, et cetera, but are also
ultimately maintaining these connections. And I think in many ways, this is in keeping with a lot of the
work on borderlands by people like James H. Merrell but I also think it really speaks to the ways in
which maybe those stories are still not what we always think of when we think of early America, we
don’t think of how interconnected different colonial spaces and also indigenous spaces and colonial
spaces are, while still remaining sort of distinct, both politically and culturally in a lot of ways, how
much communication is going back and forth. So, the Nathaniel Wheelwright journal has been huge and

a really exciting motivation to move forward with that project as well.

Cassie Cloutier 29:04
What are some of the challenges that come with being an historian or what challenges have you faced

for these projects?
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Blake Grindon 29:13

I think the main one with the Jane McCrea project, which is sort of sort of top of mind for me right now
is separating the sort of historical legends that grow up with historical fact, because McCrea becomes
famous so quickly, and that’s part of why I’m interested in her. But it also makes it really tricky, because
after you get beyond a few brief references to her in July of 1777 every time I’m reading something,
even a journal, if it’s a journal that was maybe edited a bit after the fact, I’'m always wondering whether
people are talking about things that actually happened, or whether they’re in some ways recycling these
stories about her that have come to them through things like newspapers, other published accounts. John
Burgoyne, the British General on this campaign, publishes a sort of account attempting to vindicate his
own behavior and conduct as the head of this campaign that has ended in disastrous failure for the
British and a significant and widely celebrated victory for the US. And in that particular account that he
publishes in London after the campaign has concluded, a lot of the stories that you still see being told
about events surrounding McCrea’s death come really uncritically from his account, and being able to
try to separate those things and also to really answer questions about native motivation and native
military practice have been really tricky, and at the same time trying to grapple with those questions is, |
think, where I’ve gotten to the most interesting and significant stuff within this project because one of
the things that I’ve realized is really central to understanding what’s happening is that the military
structure that exists in Britain and also in British colonies is fundamentally so different from the military
structure that exists among native nations in the 1700s that this is one of the reasons why just figuring
out which native people are where, and figuring out which even which nations they come from, much
less individual people, can be so tricky. When looking at British and American archival sources. I think
a really, kind of fascinating example of this is probably the most I always am like he’s the most famous
Native American of the Revolutionary era is Joseph Brant otherwise known as Thayendanegea which is
his Mohawk name, and he’s a really significant diplomat and military leader. He is indeed very, very
important, but he’s often the only person who sort of emerges in histories, and he emerges kind of
isolated from other people who are really important in his life and really important in Haudenosaunee
history during this period. And one of the interesting things about him is he shows up again and again in
accounts of the Revolution in multiple places at the same time. There will be battles that happen on the
same day, but in different places. And you’ll hear accounts where people will say, well, Joseph Brant
was here, and we know that he wasn’t. There’s a really interesting example of this with McCrea in the

1830s there is a pension application that mentions her and appears to discuss someone who basically
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was a witness to her death. And it’s really interesting. It’s obviously written decades after so it raises
these questions about he knows Jane McCrea is important, because everyone’s been talking about her,
but this guy was stationed at Fort Edward. It seems he may very well have been a witness to McCrea’s
death. But also, he claims that when he gets to the British camp, he is also captured the same day that
she’s killed, he says, when he gets to the British camp on July 26, he says that he sees Joseph Brant in
the camp. And as far as I can tell, this is completely untrue. No one else mentions seeing Brant in the
British camp during this time. And in fact, he is involved in attacks on sort of the other leg of this
campaign, when he is serving with [Barrimore Matthew] Barry St. Leger who is involved in a campaign
around the area of Fort Stanwix during this period, and a really significant battle in Haudenosaunee
history. So there is this question about sort of when people take on this legendary status, it’s both
fascinating and interesting to think about why these people are associated with it, but it can be really,
really tricky, because it makes it hard to figure out who individual people are and where they are and

what’s happening.

Cassie Cloutier 34:19
With the 250th on everyone’s mind, I’'m wondering, how do you think your research will help audiences

better understand the past?

Blake Grindon 34:27

Absolutely, yeah, I just wrapped up teaching a class about the American Revolution in history and
public memory. So, the 250th has been on my mind all semester. I think the main thing that I have come
to see, and that I hope people looking at this project will be able to get from it, is how much the era of
the American Revolution was a moment of real contingency in establishing what a nation was going to
look like and what types of nations were going to be actors on a global scene. And I think that we’ve,
you know, been a lot of great work thinking about the global dimensions of the Revolutionary era
recently. And I think that there is so much to be done with that in terms of thinking about native people.
And one of the things that this project is hopefully doing is expanding that question, and part of that is in
terms of thinking about the diversity of native nations, of native political ambitions during this time. So,
I’'m looking at Haudenosaunee history, which I’ve mentioned quite a bit. But one of the things that’s
central to this project as well is thinking about smaller indigenous nations that have actually, in many

ways, by the 1770s become much more culturally integrated in to their surrounding colonial

13



communities as well, but still maintain this really distinct political identity, people like the Stockbridge-
Mohicans people like what is sort of generally referred to as the Seven Nations of Canada. And part of
what is interesting about this, and part of what really intrigued me when I started looking into it, is these
are not nations like the Haudenosaunee, who have really vast territory that still has sort of remained
uncolonized at this period. These are people who are in many ways, living in the hearts of British and
French colonial space, and yet they have a completely distinct understanding of their identity, politically
and as a nation, being indigenous and of their claims to sovereignty within this. And when I first started
looking at these 1700 sources about this, I was like, this sounds like talking about native politics now.
This sounds like talking to colleagues of mine who are indigenous today. And I think that there is
something to be said about the ways in which native people in the 18th century are grappling both with
intrusions into their space and how to claim sovereignty within that and resist colonization, but also how
to work for their own sovereignty when they’re in spaces in which a huge amount of colonial control
does exist. And I also think that one of the things I am really thinking about a lot with this project is the
ways in which looking at a very particular place and a particular event, Jane McCrea’s death in Fort
Edward in 1777 can be a story that connects on such a big scale, right? This is a story that goes all the
way to Paris. This is a story that follows Mohawk diplomats to London. This is a story that follows
people from Kahnawake as they meet up with French troops arriving with [Jean-Baptiste Donatien de
Vimeur, comte de] Rochambeau. And how much these individual, small spaces are ultimately part of

these really interconnected, multicultural and global stories.

Cassie Cloutier 38:08

[Outro music fades in] Historians and Their Histories is produced by the research department at the
Massachusetts Historical Society. We would like to thank Blake Grindon, an independent historian, and
Sam Hurwitz, Podcast Producer at the MHS. Music in this episode is by Podington Bear. Please see our
show notes for details. Thank you for listening, and please rate, review, and subscribe to both the MHS

produced shows wherever you listen to podcasts.
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